
Conservation Practice 
Standards (CPS) for Alaska

Understanding what CPS are, where to find them, how to read them, 
and how to apply them in conservation planning in Alaska



Introduction
NRCS conservation practices 
are used to improve natural 
resources with respect to 
soil, water, air, plants, 
animals, and energy, with 
human considerations as a 
factor in every decision. 

(SWAPAE+H)



Purpose and Use

A Conservation Practice Standard (CPS) 
establishes the minimum acceptable level of 
quality required to plan, design, install, 
operate, and maintain a conservation 
practice.



Purpose and Use
The CPSs are developed for the protection of the resources, 
landowners, conservation contractors, partner employees, and NRCS 
employees. When a conservation practice is installed according to the 
criteria specified in the CPS:

1) landowners receive a conservation product that addresses or mitigates the 
identified resource concern;

2) Technical Service Providers understand their responsibility to provide a 
quality product on the ground and are not required to warranty a product 
beyond the requirements of the standard;

3) and NRCS employees are assured they are working within the scope of their 
employment.



Purpose and Use
In other words, when a conservation practice is installed 
according to the Conservation Practice Standard:

1) effective conservation is applied;

2) everyone can have confidence that the job was done 
correctly;

3) and involved technical staff are protected from liability if 
they work within the scope of their authority.



Purpose and Use

Conservation practice plans and 
specifications are site-specific instructions 
that establish the technical details and 
workmanship required to install conservation 
practices in accordance with the 
requirements of the Conservation Practice 
Standard.



Purpose and Use

Plans and specifications are provided to the client in 
the form of implementation requirements, construction 
plans, designs, drawings, or other instructions.
Examples include the details of site preparation and 
protection, instructions for use of materials described 
in the CPS, or guidance for performing installation. 
Statements in the plans and specifications must not 
conflict with the requirements of the CPS.



USDA Policy

Policy regarding practice standards is found 
in Title 450 - National Handbook of 
Conservation Practices, Part 620 and the 
exhibits under that part. 



USDA Policy

Knowledge, skill and ability to correctly apply 
conservation practice standards is also a 
requirement of NRCS certified planners per 
409.9 - Criteria to Achieve an NRCS 
Conservation Planner Role Designation, 
Subpart C. 



CPS Creation and Management

CPS are drafted by the National Technical Guide Committee (NTGC) 
which is comprised of various National Discipline Leads within 
NRCS.

The NTGC may recommend changes to the National Handbook of 
Conservation Practices (NHCP) to the Deputy Chief for Science and 
Technology.

The Deputy Chief for Science & Technology approves and publishes 
changes to the NHCP. 



CPS Creation and Management

The National Conservation Practice Standard Subcommittee 
(NCPSS) chairperson establishes the code given to each CPS.

The National Discipline Lead (NDL) assigned for a CPS 
establishes the unit of measure for that CPS (e.g.; linear feet, 
square feet, acres, each, etc.).

The NDL for each discipline leads a formal review of each 
assigned national CPS a minimum of every 5 years.



CPS Creation and Management
CPSs evolve in response to advancements in agriculture techniques and 
technology as documented by research, field trials, and accumulated 
experience. 
Each CPS, the conservation practice physical effects (CPPE), and other 
related documents are reviewed periodically to ensure:

(1) timely incorporation of new technologies;
(2) resource concerns are adequately addressed;
(3) consistency in format and content;
(4) interagency cooperation;
(5) incorporation of varied conservation activities expected of NRCS 

in the future.



CPS Format

Each CPS is presented according 
to a national template for 
consistency.



1) Practice name, code, and unit of measure –
Each CPS has a unique code number.

2) Definition – Briefly describes the practice or 
technology being delivered. 

3) Purpose – A single or multiple conservation 
reasons why the practice is applied.

4) Conditions where practice applies – Land 
uses and site-specific conditions where the 
practice applies as well as situations where 
and when the practice should not be 
applied.



5) Criteria – Requirements that guide the 
development of the plans and must be 
met/performed when implementing the 
practice.

6) Considerations – Issues/concerns that a planner 
should investigate and evaluate either during 
the planning process or during implementation. 
May also suggest other supporting practices.

7) Plans and specifications – Provided to the client 
in documents such as implementation 
requirements, construction plans, designs, 
drawings, or other document types.

8) Operation and maintenance – Actions required 
to ensure that the practice functions efficiently 
for the entire practice lifespan.



9) References – Lists supporting 
research, analysis or other technical 
and historical information that may 
assist a planner in their analysis and 
evaluation.



State Adoption
Each state must adopt the Conservation Practice Standards 
needed in that State. 

States must adopt new or updated CPSs included in their FOTG 
within 1-year of the release of the National CPS.

All CPSs are published in the Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG), 
Section IV. https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/#/

https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/#/


State Adoption
The National CPS can be used without modification, or the CPS may be 
supplemented to include additional requirements to meet state or local 
needs.

For example, a state may need to add content in the CPS to account for 
variations in soils, climate, and topography or to adhere to state, local, 
or tribal laws. 

State CPSs must be equal to, or more rigorous than, the National CPS.

Title 450, General Manual, Part 401, Subpart B. 



Alaska-Specific CPS Guidance

Alaska NRCS typically adopts National Conservation 
Practice Standards “as-is” with no modification.

In the rare instances that Alaska NRCS has drafted a 
state-specific CPS, the variation from the National CPS 
typically includes information on state regulations, such 
as Alaska’s water rights statues.



Alaska-Specific CPS Guidance

While providing side-boards and requirements that 
must be met, Conservation Practice Standards are 
written in a manner that provides Conservation 
Planners the opportunity to be creative and innovative 
while addressing Alaska’s unique and varied natural 
resource concerns.



Accessing the Alaska Conservation Practice Standards
On the Alaska NRCS Homepage: https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/ak/home/

The FOTG can be accessed 
from several links on the Alaska 
NRCS Homepage.

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/ak/home/


Accessing the Alaska Conservation Practice Standards
The direct web address is: https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/

To access the Alaska FOTG, you must select the state 
from the drop-down menu, and click “SUBMIT”

https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/


The opening 
page of the 
Alaska 
FOTG will 
exhibit a 
menu tree 
showing 
each of the 
five main 
sections.

Accessing the Alaska Conservation Practice Standards



All CPS are in 
Section IV (4). 

There are 124 
practices in the 
FOTG that are 
approved for 
implementation 
in Alaska.

Accessing the Alaska Conservation Practice Standards



Within each practice subfolder, there are documents that 
indicate when, where, how and to what extent a conservation 
practice should be applied.

CPS – Conservation Practice 
Standard.

SOW – Statement of Work

IR – Implementation 
Requirements

PS – Practice Specification

There may be other 
supporting documents as well 
(OTH)

Accessing the Alaska Conservation Practice Standards



In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and 
policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA 
programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity 
(including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income 
derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in 
any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and 
complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident. 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, 
large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s TARGET 
Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. 
Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English. 

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, 
found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at any USDA office or write a letter 
addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the 
complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: 
(1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; 

(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or 
(3) email: program.intake@usda.gov. 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender 
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